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‘The Scenario’ 



Panel Studied ^Choreography^ as the Art of Survival 

By George Lardner Jr. man Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) was re- 

Washtngtoa Post Staff Writer 



The House Assassinations Commit- 
tee spent much of its time at a secret 
meeting two wee»ks ago on the 
“choreography’’ and “scenario” for 
winning congressional and public sup- 
port of its inquiry. 

“This, of course, is not the way to 
conduct an investigation,” Rep. Sam- 
uel L. Devine (R-Ohio) observed at 
one point, according to a transcript of 
the session that was released inadvert- 
ently. “'But what we are talking about 
today is survival.” 

At another point, committee chair- 



minded of the members of the press 
waiting outside the meeting room and 
was asked what he might tell “these 
wolves outside the door.” 

“I think .you should keep them right 
where you have them now, champing 
at the bit and not tell them anything,” 
advised Rep, Floyd 'J. Fithian (D-Ind.). 

_ The March 17 meeting came at a 
time when the committee was still 
struggling to survive in the wake of 
weeks of acrimony over the efforts of 
former Chairman Henry B. Goiizalez 
(D'Tex.) to fire the committee’s chief 
counsel, Richard A. Sprague. House 



leaders, already chagrined by the 
committee’s slow pace in investigating 
the 'murders of President Kennedy 
and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
were widely predicting its likely 
downfall. 

With Stokes as their new chairman, 
committee members seemed to have 
been heartened by the publicity stem- 
niing from the public hearing of the 
day before, March 16, at which gang- 
land leader Santo Traffieante Jr. re- 
fused to testify, invoking the Fifth 
Amendment and other constitutional 
rights. 

Rep. Robert W. 'Edgar (D-Pa.) pro- 



posed another public hearing that 
might include “something like what 
we did yesterday” when “we had Mr. 
Traffieante there and he was pleading 
the Fifth Amendment.” 

“I think we did more yesterday, 
even without getting factual informa- 
tion, simply because it focused again 
on the fact that we are looking into 
the issue,” Edgar said enthusiastically. 

“. . . I realize that, in terms of the 
investigative technique and issues, 
that is not the way to go,” the Penn- 
S5dvania Democrat added, “but I guess 

See INQUIRY, A5, Col. 3 
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